
The Romano of

House Date-Boarding
By THE REV. CANON ROBETT MERRY

Make no mistake about it: it is a lomance. I- :s a
love affair with all the warm, dose: moments and
some distant and cold oi.,s. If yc ; love your old
uouse, and grow misty-eyeu as you a rive in the yard
late at.night after a harrowing day in town, then you,
too, are hooked. And you, like me, won't rest until
you ve found who built it and when and perhaps
why. Our love affair with our house began even
before we had bbught it. , admired ihe way it sat -
flat on the land, as if it rc.Jly meant to be'there It
was just there, and it dem. ided a response.
Of course, the first response was an accommoda

tion. An accommodation :c a new age and adapta-
^QB:to. a;new lifestyle, that of the 20th century. This
■'involved extending .the e.ll aid adding a wing, with all
the gadgets for the elimination of .home drudgery
we'd read about. This was relatively easy --' all-we
needed, was money. Aud then we set-abQut
renovating. I volunteered 10 ''restore''.the basement
apartment that was now s.eathed in both walls and
ceiling with lathes and plaster. Taking down the ceil
ing op several hot August afternoons proved to be
:-f9fflsg£lHWkP/: a.-challenge and the plaster dust in my
larynx and lungs as well as rover most of the upstairs
provided diversion in these early days of retirement.

All along I was haunted by a curiosity as to where '
the old house had come, from and when. I had met
and talked with Mrs. Dorothy Wentworth on several

" other matters of Duxbury history" (as town historian
for a number of years, she was an encyclopedia of
Duxbury lore), and she was enthusiastic about the

: project. . . •

."Why it's no trick at all. Take your deed to thee
Registry of Deeds in Plymouth and go over to the
north wall and take down the appropriate records
and you'll find all about it. I think you'll find your

" house was built by Charlen agne-Cushman in 1791."
"I was excited and thrilled and lost no time getting

to the registry and everythi • went swimmingly until
I found that in the mid-180 )s the property had been :
bought at a public auction leld as a result of town
meeting action for delinquc t taxes in the amount of
$79.90. The bankrupt* fon; ;r owner: consisted of 5
persons, each of whom ha, ;ome cl: : a to my house
and property.

AL a coffee klatch held . Barbara Cook's house
some recent date-board researchers related sirS
•ha?fbe"?5' ' ^ b°Ught * h°USe PurP^ting to
?hVt8^WIiat iS more'the Property turned out to be
ha of the house next door! Then it was discovered
that a newly-acquired house had been turned over
under court order to another family to pay off a bad

. /, date-boarding can be viewed as a
'.in the annular rings of a fallen tree. Dateboards

•he times and the weather of each year
••---«.w mild or cold, nourishing or depriving in
festations of insects, etc. I rushed to Dorothy WeS
worth when I saw mv project turn into a chameleon

So back to the registry I went. My problem first
was getting the right owner (I was always diggTng S
nephews, and grandchildren of the sam* name) bS
my second problem next to heaving thcSc^&nUc
record books down from the shelves in the basement
was seduction by side events (such as stipulating
well water be always provided the new buyer, and set-
ting asid* a third of a barn for a favorite cow)

HHi^r ,?e klutch brought some other interesting
tidbits such as the extremely low prices on articles of
every day use, like umbrellas, books, furniture and

cult?,?; fv T\i$ ™Pressed by ^e fact that in a
culture like t.iat of our ancestors, these material
assistances to living were terribly important. I don't
beneve anyone then ever thought of a yard sale for
example I was always struck, too, by the desi'gna-

i,M 'freeholder," and
so on. People were known by their trades ana oc
cupations.

It was these bypaths that beckoned to me and I
found myself reading on and on totally forgetting
what I was supposed to be looking up. So I found it
was wise to carry a notebook and jot down little
notes in addition to the record of the ancestry of the
house itself, to keep my mind on the job. Indeed,!
discovered that I could not keep my attention on this
task longer than 2 hours at a time, and I do not
believe this was due to approaching senility!

Probably Duxbury's oldest house structure still
standing is a section of the C.F. Eaton house off
Washington St., dated 1638, first a colonial
residence, then modernized in such a way as to incor
porate the original. The next oldest is the Hunt

House off Dead Man's curve on 3A, which has kept
its original contours.

Next would be the John Brown (weaver) House on

the Eaton property dated 1643, followed, of course,
by the John Alden House itself, dated 1653. The site
of the first John Alden House marked by a cellar and

a bronze tablet is dated 1627. One wonders what

materials he was able to put together at that early
date.

Another oldtimer is Cranberry Cottage on

Cranberry Island at Millbrook, dated 1665. Carroll

Bryant's beautifully restored house on High St. bears

the dateboard and name "Dr. Thomas Delano,

1667." We must mention next Alexander Standish's

house off Goose Point, Standish Shore, which has

the date 1666 on its large square central chimney. No

date is given for Myles Standish's own house, but it is

safe to conclude it was probably the first one to be

built in town.
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isarealprivilegetoliveinacommunityumqueiy

Here'swhatshewroteirrhernotes:..
•Theplanwastoprovidealetteredboardgiving

CU-Thedprocedurehasbeentodocumentahouse
throughdeeds,goingbacktoatimewhenthe:proper
tywaslandonlyandontothefirstmention-ofa
dwelling.Sometimestheconstructiondatebecomes
obvious,sometimesitisdeterminedbythedatesofa
marriage,saleofanotherhouse,orrarelyafamily
recordItisslowandtediousworkinvolving;long,
Esatthe.RegistryofDemandRegistryogro-

----'genealogiesand.townreports

"ithefacts.Occasionally

Cookandthiswriter,hasnowoegun

thisaccounttojoininmakingthe
the

-fo,vitalrecords:marriages,b.rths,deaths

HMyeownreserachtookmebackto1706whena
StephenBryantwasallottedapieceoflandextending
allthewayfromthe,KingstonlineacrossIsland
Creek.andreachingallthewaytowhat?wenowcaU
Hall'sCorner.ThiswasagaindividedatIsland
Creeksometimelaterandsoldto.Christopher
Wadsworth.Wadsworth.builtahouseDorothy
wStworthdate-boardedas1763inthedayswhen
therewasahighwaythatranroughlywheretheOld
ColonyRailroadran.(There;wasnoBorderRd
[nowBayRd.]then.)JacobPriorbuiltahousenear
bythatwaslatermoveddpwnthehillandsitsonthe
cornerofPillHillLane.

Havingallthesedatesandplacestofallbackon,I
wentbacktotheregistryagainwithrenewedzeal.

Ihadfinishedthedismantlingoftheplasterceiling
anddisclosedagorgeoussetofpinebeamswhichmy

.-Au^/.b-Krcm1p<hwithnolvurethaneana

toforge3sevens-alsocheaper.Butthatwasnotto
be.Virginiaaeaversaiamerewereinsufficientdata,
soshewenttotheRegistryherselfandtookallthe
timeandtroubletoseeksomeclue.

Meanwhile,Ilookeduptownreportsandsaw
whereCharlemagnehadpaidtaxes,andthevital
Recordssaidhewasbornin1776Thistookcareof
myfavoritedateasaone-year-oldcouldhardlyhave
beenabletobuildmyhouse.Ialsosoughthelpfrom
thegracioussecretaryoftheUnitarianChurchand
foundthemarriagerecordofCharlemagne'smother
indfather-theactualhand-writtenrecordWhata
thrillthatwas!VirginiaSeaverkeptworking.hard,as
toanembarrassingdegree,andstillfoundcon
siderableconfusion.
Thenithappened.Itwasdiscoveredthata

CharlemagneCushmanhadbuiltandoccupiedhis
housein1800,soitissafetoassumethatithadbeen
completedby1799atthelatest.Sothatwa.smydate
andIamgratefulfirsttoDorothyWentworthasI
havesaid,Indtomywife,who.paintyProddoune
whenthegoingwasbarrenanddifficult,andWalter
KoDkewhbalsourgedmeonandtoVirginiaSeaver
wnowouldnoXmecontentmyselfwitha•'general
timeframe,"butinsistedIgetanaccuratedocumen
tation-asaccurateasrecordswouldallow.Andwas
itworthallthesemonths--itmusthavebeen10,oil
andon-?Yes,indeeditwas.Andwhatdiditfeel
likewhenIwashandlingtheseoldrecordsand
scrutinizingthishand-writtenrecordofsplongago.'
As1reflectedonthisandbegantheselines,anex

perienceIhadinHawaiicamebacktome.'
Ithappenedatasummeryouthcampinatarcor-,

neroftheislandofOahu.Thecampwasatthefoot

ofacliffovergrownwithmountainlaurelandtangles
oftileavesandsmallleafypalms.Itwasagoodloca
tionfora;youthcampfortherewasnoescapeexcept
over,thissteepclifforouttothePacificOcean.Ihad
stayedoverafterouryouthconferenceandwasin
dulgingmyselfinaswim--alazyresttulswimtoget
thetensionsoftheprecedingdaysoutofmysystem
AndasIlazed,floatinginthewater,Ilookedatthe
cliffandnoticedsomethingratherweird-therewas.
aswitch-backtrail,impossiblet©discerncloseto,but

atthisdistanceasclearasday.,
SowhenIgottoshoreIdonnedmyclothesand

walkedoverandclimbedthistrailtothetopofhe
cliffMyexertionswererewarded,becausehereatthe
veyedgeoftAelandwasanoldHawaiian'hetau"
--temple,apparentlyuntouchedsinceearlydays.
Herewasthe:blacklavaworship,center^wherethey
mayhavelainthehumansacrifice).ari4:here;nejtjy

liningtheareaweretheaislesofthebuildingwith
largeflatvolcanicstonesformingapavement.^

1wassostruckbythissightIstoodforatleasta
fullminutemeditatingonthegrangeexistenceweall
shared.ThenIbegantowalkandtakingoffmysan
dalsIpacedoverandbacktheentirearea,thinking
alltheSme-"Thesearetheveryfootsteps_that_were

modernappliancespromisedtomake,retirementliv

ingarealjoyandlifetookonnewmeaning.
IdugupanoriginaldeedfromaJoshuaCushman,

aiscuveredboughtfromChristopherWadsworth.•
Thiswasclearlydated1784andstipulatedthatthe
landwasdeededtoCharlemagneCushmanwith
dwellinghousethereon"--andsothiswasmycue.I
didnotknowthatthishouse,actuallybuiltin1784,
wasnotmyhouse.AllIknewwasthatahouse-was
standingthen.SoImademywildguessbecauseIwas
77andtheBattleofSaratogafoughtin1777wasthe
turningpointoftheRevolutionaryWar,thatmydate
was1777.Harrietsuggesteditwouldbeveryeasy,
tooformyweldingneighbors,theStewartbrothers,

32
ne_haveentseveralminutesthereandI

rPnortedmvfindtotheskeletonclean-upcrewthat
jeporiey^^waginterestdenoughto

SS.ciimb."We..,,.,«yourwordfor,t."they
saio.th^Mdustytomesinthebase.

asi5gamefeeHngofreverenCe
memottneg_j,^^tQme>^a

«orjnpncandofencOuragernentina
.'ceiing^^^{&Qtth(?h

Ja^wne>tQknQWthalthesegreat,foks
rau..u^>»wefecmuchh^e

who^eceaehwiththedisaster.s.that
u^anatneya8v_^sq^^uw

seemed,loow^^^speakiwheretheirs

££;enweinturncanreceivethestabilityoflife



HenrySteeleCommageratthe300thanniversary

ofthededicationofthe"ShipChurch"inHingham
said,(quotefrommemory),"Weseehereafaithin

thefutureandabeliefinthepower.tocopeina

strangenewworld.Todaywearebe$etbyproblems

of.fargreatermagnitudethanthey*fered:fcUnifike
them,youcouldsay,wehavedouble•the;problems

andhalfthepowertodealwiththem/'
Date-boardingcangiveus,whetheritisourhouse

orthatofafriend,alookintothe;pastsuchasfew
otheradventurescando.Andasweplaceourfeeion
printsofthoseofsomanyothersbeforeus,wecan
takeheartandkindlehopeforthedaysahead;-


